BOAT PROFILE

Regulator 29FS

BY JOHN BROWNLEE

OR QUITE SOME TIME, REGULATOR FANS HAVE BEENASK
ING foraboaet thatwould bridge the gap betweenthe compa -
ny's popular 26- and 32-foot models, and that day finaly
came with the introduction of the new 29. You cant argue

with ther logic. The 29 gives fishermmen the best of bath worlds:

enough length to handee rough sesss, yet compact for to peope

manage (and dean) easly. And this boat comes with the attenion o

detai and superb engineering that buyers have come o expect from

the company.

PERFORMANCE

Aswithall Regulator models, Lou
Codega designed the 29's deepV
hull. The 24-degree transom dead
rise, common to al Regulators,
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carves through chop with ease and
provides a smoath ride. | drove the
boat on a breezy day in the Horida
Keys and found it to be an excellent
alFaround performer.

The boats 9Hoot-6-inch beam

provides exemplary stabiity when
strakes keep the bow up underway,
ensuring a dry ride. The 29 has so
welbalanced a hul, you may not
use the standard Lenco trim tabs for
much except leveling the boat from
sde o sde when d your fishing
buddies plop themselves down onthe
same gunwale. Trimming the engines
aone alows you b sgniicanty
raise and lower the bow.

Our 29 came with twin Yamaha
F-250 four-stroke engines, the only
power option listed on its spec
sheet. Yamaha's Performance
Bulletin (Www.yamaha
motor.com/outboard/products/perf
b u | I
aspX) shows a cruise speed of 33.7
mph at 4,000 rpm, with a fuel bum
of 212 goh We adugly dd a lite
better on our run, consistenty
reaching 35 mph at 4,000, albeit
wih a ight loed of fuel Top speed

acoelerates rapdly, runs great at
al anges © the chop ad fees
incredily solid beneath your feet

FISHING

A 30galon vewel sis at the
center of the transom bulkhead,
withalarge bait-prephoxtoport A
hinged sedion © sar board fips
inward, revealing the boat's tran
som gate and affording easy access
© the engne plafom. The ids ©
the wels come finished inside and
aut, ke a haiches onthe boat, and
rise on gas rams. Sturdy rubber
gaskets ensure a good seal.

A leaning postirocket launcher
with cooler storage beneath comes
as standard eguipment, but our boat
featured the optional fberglass
addee cener insead. |t indudes
ample tacke storage in the form of
10pkesictraysalongtheatedgeof
the unt, located behind two
StarBoard doors. It also has four
pulout drawers for larger gear,
two on each side, and a storage tube
for charts. A rocket launcher holds
four rods, and a buitin knifeand-
rigrackmountsalong the back ofthe
seat, right where you're most ke -
lyioresdi
= The consoe offers a very
large verttical suface for
behind a removable, lockable
foergiass door. Our boet had
two 10+inch Furuno displays
fushimounted in this space,
withroomto spare. Alongside
the consde, a Stepup takes
you © the bow, and in te
step | found two Storage
boxes, one on each sde, both
theperedtsizeforhadng5-
gallon buckets. A 130galon
indeck fish box foward of
the console drains overboard
and does doube duty as sub -
dedk, locking rod storage.

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
The 29 resembles the 32 in lay -
out, and | suspect the wo models

“This is one solid boat,

and to make it even
more attractive, it
comes with a long list
of innovative standard
equipment.”

out, and | suspect the o models

wil be confused for one another
occasionally. Our 29 came with the

foward seating option, providing

two bench seats under each gunwale

foward that meet at the bow. Each

raised seat contains its own 50-gal -
lon sorage area, and these Wi

probably see use mosty as dy

storage, although you can use them

Ssesting option provides lois of extra
cantly hamper your abity to fish,
but I ke knowing | can get the boet
eiherwih orwihoutic

The console also has a foward
seatwih a bukn codeer. Reguiaior
finishes the console head compart -
ment, which features a standard-
equipmentelecricheadwiha6-gal -
lon hading tark; a mimor and ight -
ing. The company also designed inio
this space an innovative storage
compartment for the boat's personal
fiotation devices, as wel as a
StarBoard rack to hold the console
electronics cover. Our boat sported
the gpiondl fbergass T-op, wih
its elecronics box, Lee Sidewinder

outrigger bases and LED dome lights

abukin Youwontindasiudier,

betierfuit op thet also happens o S

enhance the looks ofthe boat.

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 29 .
BEAM 9 ft. 6 in.
MAX HP (2) 250-hp OB
DEADRISE 24 deg.
HULL DRAFT 2
FUEL 285
WEIGHT 6,900 Ib. (w/0 power)
MSRP $135,000 (w/2 F250

Yamaha outboards)

Regulator Marine
Edenton, North Carolina
252-482-3837

www.regulatormarine.com

YAMAHA F250 FOUR-STROKE
TYPE 60 deg. V-6
DISPL. 204.6 cid
MAX RPM 6,000
HP/LB RATIO 42
FUEL SYSTEM EFI
GEAR RATIO 2:1
WEIGHT 592 Ib.
ALT. OUTPUT 45 amps
MSRP $19,310
NOTABLE STANDARD
EQUIPMENT

« Lenco electric trim tabs

o Teleflex SeaStar hydraulic, tilt steering

 Pop-up cleats and bow light

o Electric head

o Freshwater system

o Saltwater washdown

IMPRESSIONS

Regulator has built yet another stylish and rugged
center console, made to fish hard, yet with family
comforts as well.

www.sportfishingmag.com/boats. ‘

visit our boats section at
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